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Operational Wave Forecasting
in the United States

Yung-Yao Chao

National Weather Service

Abstract

The National Weather Service ( NWS ) of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration ( NOAA ) is responsible for issuing ocean wave
forecasts to the civilian sector. The National Meteorological Center { NMC )
» which is a part of NWS, is in charge of developing operational wave mod-
els to provide forecast guidance to NWS regional forecast offices. The
Navy's Fleet Numerical Oceanography Center ( FNOC ) , on the other hand,
provides wave information to the military sector. In this paper, the histori-
cal development of operational wave forecasting models in the United States,
the NMC forecasting procedures, and the performance of present NMC and

FNOC wave models are presented.
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